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   Lower-Order Thinking 
 

Figure 2.1 Total Participation Techniques-- Cognitive Engagement Quadrants 
Quadrant Time Description of Activity 

   
 
 
 

   
 
 
 

   
 
 
 

   
 
 
 

   
 
 
 

For individual and collaborative use as you plan, observe, and debrief video and peer observations. 
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Relevance Wheel, by Himmele & Himmele, 2009, The Language-Rich Classroom: A Research-based framework for 
teaching English language learners. Alexandria, VA:ASCD.
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The Debate Team Carousel 
1. Give your opinion and explain your rationale. 
Record your opinion and explain your reason for it. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

2. Add a supporting argument. 
Read your classmate’s response.  In this box, add another reason that 
would support your classmate’s response. 

 

3. Add an opposing argument. 
In this box, record a reason that might be used as an opposing argument to 
what is written in boxes #1 & #2.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

4. Add your “two cents.” 
Read what is written in the three boxes.  Add your opinion and your reason 
for it in this box. 
 


